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History of Centre 
 
To be described in a separated paper following these Guidelines:  use maximum 500 

words, font Times New Roman 12 and 1,5 space layout. Provide main research lines 

and specialized areas of clinical attention. Given the brevity of the report, number of 

clinical activities and personal data of the staff of the Center must be avoided. Published 

articles must not be included since they are already reported in this document which is 

renewed every three years. The date of the report must be at the end of the document. 

 
The Department of Andrology as a separate Unit of the Clinic for Dermatology and 

Venereology at the University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf was founded in 

1960 by Prof. Dr. med. Carl Schirren. Prof. Dr. med. Schirren founded the Journal 

“Andrologia” in 1975 and the “Deutsche Gesellschaft für Andrologie (DGA)“ and 

became its first president. From 1991, Prof. Dr. med. Wolfgang Schulze was the 

Head of the Department of Andrology. In 1996, together with Daisy Benson 

(Institute of Anatomy, University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf) and Dr. 

med. Andrea Salzbrunn, the isolation of spermatozoa from testicular biopsies and 

the use for assisted medical reproduction was established at the Department of 

Andrology. From 2014, Dr. med. Andrea Salzbrunn and Dr. med. Domenica 

Varwig-Janßen were sharing Heads of the Department. Since 2024, Priv.-Doz. Dr. 

med. Armin Soave is also Head of the Department. The main specialization of the 

Department is male infertility. All clinical aspects of male infertility are fully 

covered, including standard and special diagnostics, as well as conservative and 

surgical therapy. The Department of Andrology received approval for cryobanking 

by the local government authorities in 2014. In addition, male sexual dysfunction is 

a major area of specialty. We offer all conservative and surgical treatment options 

for all diseases related to male sexual dysfunction. The research focus of the center 

lies on development of cell culture conditions for the proliferation of testicular stem 

cells and their differentiation into mature spermatids (in vitro-spermatogenesis).  

Another important research topic is male sexual dysfunction including Peyronie´s 

disease, especially the impact of multi-disciplinary treatment on patient-reported 

outcome. 
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Organization of Centre 
 
 
Use as much space, as required 
Please, refer to ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 
 
The EAA Andrology training center Hamburg consists of: 

- the Department of Andrology (Heads: PD Dr. med. Armin Soave, Dr. med. 

Andrea Salzbrunn and Dr. med. Domenica Varwig-Janßen), which is part of 

the Clinic for Dermatology and Venereology (Director: Prof. Dr. med. Stefan 

W. Schneider) at the University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf;  

- the Clinic for Urology (Director: Prof. Dr. med. Margit Fisch) at the 

University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf, Hamburg, Germany.  

 

Close cooperation exists with the Institute of Sexual Medicine and Forensic 

Psychiatry (Director: Prof. Dr. med. Peer Briken) at the University Medical Center 

Hamburg-Eppendorf.  

Please see also the organizational chart at the end of the Centre Report. 

   
 

Educational activities 
 

- The Department of Andrology and the Clinic for Urology together have the 

full permission of advanced training for physicians specializing in Andrology 

since 2018 from the Medical Association Hamburg.  

Professional counselors in charge: Priv.-Doz. Dr. med. Armin Soave, Dr. med. 

Domenica Varwig-Janßen, Prof. Dr. med. Margit Fisch.  

- Educational course in Andrology of the „Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

Andrologie (DGA)“ „Intensivkurs Andrologie“ 27.11.2021, Hamburg. 

Scientific Chair: Priv.-Doz. Dr. med. Armin Soave 

- Lecture in Andrology, every semester, for med students at the University 

Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf, Hamburg:  Priv.-Doz. Dr. med. Armin 

Soave 
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- Scientific meeting of the “Deutsche Gesellschaft für Urologie (DGU)” “DGU 

Kongress“ 21.09.2022, Hamburg. President: Prof. Dr. med. Margit Fisch.  

Next meeting will take place in Hamburg in September 2025 

- Courses in Andrology for the specialization in Sexual Medicine of the Medical 

Association Hamburg “Zusatzweiterbildung Sexualmedizin“, Hamburg, yearly 

since September 2020 

- Courses in Andrology for the specialization in Sexual Medicine of the 

„Deutsche Gesellschaft für Sexualforschung (DGfS)“, Hamburg, 2019, 2020, 

2021, 2022 

- Educational courses in Andrology for Urologists in Hamburg, 

“Fortbildungsinitiative” and “Frühlingssymposium”, Hamburg, 2019, 2023, 

2024 

- Educational course “cryopreservation in oncologic patients” for urologists 

situated in Schleswig-Holstein, 24-25.01.2025  

- Educational course in Andrology for gynecologists specializing in 

reproductive medicine, Hamburg, 2023 and 04/2025 

 

Priv.-Doz. Dr. med. Armin Soave is author of several chapters in andrology textbooks 

and other educational papers, e.g.: 

- Soave A, Kliesch S. Erektile Dysfunktion und andere penile Erkrankungen. 

In: Jocham D, Miller K, Burger M, Schrader M (eds) Praxis der Urologie. 

2020. Georg Thieme Verlag KG, Stuttgart.  

- Soave A, Kliesch S. Störungen der Erektion, Kohabitation und Ejakulation.  

In: Nieschlag E, Behre HM, Kliesch S, Nieschlag S (eds) Andrologie. 2022. 

Springer Reference Medizin. Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-662-61904-9_30-1 

- Soave A, Kliesch S. Disorders of Erection, Cohabitation, and Ejaculation. In: 

Nieschlag E, Behre HM, Kliesch S, Nieschlag S (eds) Andrology. 2023. 

Springer Reference Medizin. Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-31574-9 
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Research activities 
 
 

Main research topic: Development of cell culture conditions for the proliferation 

of testicular stem cells and their differentiation into mature spermatids (in vitro-

spermatogenesis) 

Spermatogonia are the earliest precursors of spermatids in the adult male. They form 

the basis for lifelong spermatogenesis and develop by mitotic proliferation and 

subsequent differentiation from human spermatogonial stem cells. In the past, we 

have characterized this cell type at various levels of gene expression and epigenetic 

profile, including at the single cell level, and in this context, we have established a 

method for the isolation of FGFR3-positive human spermatogonial stem cells. 

Human spermatogonial stem cells, isolated and cryopreserved as part of fertility 

protection, multiplied in cell culture and transplanted back into the testicles, could 

reinitiate complete spermatogenesis in male prepubertal patients after treatment that 

eradicates the testicular stem cell pool, e.g. chemotherapy or radiation. This would 

enable later natural paternity without additional assisted reproductive technology 

(ART). While spermatids can be isolated from adult men before gonadotoxic therapy, 

frozen and later used for artificial insemination, this option does not exist for boys 

before puberty, as they do not yet have any spermatozoa. However, sperm cells could 

be generated through in vitro-spermatogenesis (maturation of spermatids from the 

patient's own spermatogonial stem cells in the cell culture dish) and later used for 

artificial insemination. The latter treatment option is also relevant for adult infertile 

men with meiosis arrest and the desire to have children. Although all these therapeutic 

approaches are being pursued worldwide and are under constant development, they 

are still at an experimental level. Using various 3D cell culture models as well as 

organ culture, we aim to advance the research in this field. 

 

Another important research topic is male sexual dysfunction including 

Peyronie´s disease, especially the impact of multi-disciplinary treatment on patient-
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reported outcome. There are ongoing prospective and randomized controlled studies 

in at our Department. 
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Clinical activities 
 
 

More than 1000 new patients with andrological diseases are treated each year in the 

Department of Andrology, which is part of the Clinic for Dermatology and 

Venereology at the University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf. Most of these 

patients are seeking help for male infertility. Moreover, male sexual dysfunction, 

for example erectile dysfunction, ejaculation disorders, orgasmic disorders, 

Peyronie´s disease; hormonal disorders, e.g. hypogonadism and delayed puberty; as 

well as gynecomastia display a relevant proportion of patients of our Department of 

Andrology. Finally yet importantly, our Department of Andrology offers 

cryopreservation of ejaculated sperm and of testicular biopsies for patients, who 

will undergo gonadotoxic treatments for malign and benign conditions. The 

Department of Andrology also offers cryopreservation of testicular biopsies in pre-

pubertal boys, who will undergo gonadotoxic therapy.  

In the Department of Andrology, all modern diagnostic techniques are fully 

available, including ultrasonography of the genital organs and color duplex 

sonography. Seminal fluid analysis is performed according to the WHO guideline; 

an internal quality control system is operated for semen analysis as well as 

attendance at an external quality control program offered by the “Deutsche 

Gesellschaft für Andrologie (DGA)” (QuaDeGa; www.quadega.de/en). The 

Department of Andrology conducts all necessary sperm function tests, including 

DNA fragmentation analysis, new diagnostics like the CatSper analysis, as well as 

testicular sperm extraction, and semi-thin section analysis of testicular biopsies. 

Endocrinological tests are performed in the central laboratory of the University 

Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf.  

Conservative medical treatment and surgical treatment of male infertility is 

performed at the Department of Andrology (including microsurgical testicular 

sperm extraction, microsurgical epididymal sperm aspiration, microsurgical 

vasovasostomy and tubulovasostomy, microsurgical varicocele resection). 

Cryopreservation of ejaculate and testicular biopsies is performed at the Department 

of Andrology. Conservative treatment of male sexual dysfunction is performed at 

the Department of Andrology (e.g. low intensity shock wave therapy of erectile 
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dysfunction and Peyronie´s disease). Treatment of hormonal disorders and 

gynecomastia takes place at the Department of Andrology. The Clinic for Urology 

performs surgical therapy of erectile dysfunction (e.g. penile prosthesis surgery), 

Peyronie´s disease (e.g. corporoplasty), laparoscopic varicocele ligation, prostate 

surgery (e.g. Holmium Laser Enucleation of the Prostate) and gender reassignment 

surgery.  

The Department of Andrology has strong collaborations with several fertility 

centers (see separate list). Our trainees regularly also work in these fertility centers 

to gain experience in reproductive medicine relevant for andrology, especially 

assisted reproductive techniques.  
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Type of Centre  
University   X 
University Hospital X 
Private Centre  
 
Other (please 
specify) 

 
 

 
 
 
1. Director Prof. Dr. med. Stefan W. Schneider 

Director of the Clinic for Dermatology and 
Venereology, University Medical Center 
Hamburg-Eppendorf 

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
 
2a. Clinical responsible  
 

Priv.-Doz. Dr. med. Armin Soave 
Head of the Department of Andrology, University 
Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf 
 

 
Academician  Regular Member X EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist X 

 
 
2b. Clinical responsible 
 

Dr. med. Andrea Salzbrunn 
Head of the Department of Andrology, University 
Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf 
 

 
 

Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  
 
 
2c. Clinical responsible Dr. med. Domenica Varwig-Janßen 

Name and address of Centre 
 
 
EAA Andrology Training Center Hamburg 
Department of Andrology, Clinic for Dermatology and Venereology 
University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf 
Building W38 
Martinistr. 52 
(D) 20246 Hamburg 
GERMANY 
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 Head of the Department of Andrology, University 
Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf 
 

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
 
 
1. Director 

 
 
Prof. Dr. med. Margit Fisch 
Director of the Clinic for Urology, University 
Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf 

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
 
2a. Clinical responsible  
 

Priv.-Doz. Dr. med. Armin Soave 
Senior physician, leading of the Andrology 
Section, Clinic for Urology, University Medical 
Center Hamburg-Eppendorf 

 
Academician  Regular Member X EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist X 
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3. Present Staff (Senior Scientists)  
 

1) Name Armin Soave 
 Degree Priv.-Doz. Dr. med. 
 Speciality Andrology, Urology, Sexual Medicine 

 
Academician  Regular Member X EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist X 

 
 

2) Name Andrea Salzbrunn 
 Degree Dr. med. 
 Speciality Andrology, Dermatology 

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
 

3) Name Domenica Varwig-Janßen 
 Degree Dr. med. 
 Speciality Andrology, Dermatology 

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  
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Insert any additional staff below (if required) 
 
MD/Biologists/Chemists 

1) Name Kathrein von Kopylow 
 Degree Dr. rer. nat. 
 Speciality Biologist 
 Full time/part time Full time 

 
Academician  Regular Member X EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
2) Name Hande Irem Hamurcu 

 Degree PhD Student 
 Speciality Biologist 
 Full time/part time Full time 

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
3) Name Olaf Hellwinkel 

 Degree Priv.-Doz. Dr. rer. nat. 
 Speciality Biologist 
 Full time/part time Full time 

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
4) Name  

 Degree  
 Speciality  
 Full time/part time  

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
5) Name  

 Degree  
 Speciality  
 Full time/part time  

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
6) Name  

 Degree  
 Speciality  
 Full time/part time  

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  
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7) Name  

 Degree  
 Speciality  
 Full time/part time  

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
8) Name  

 Degree  
 Speciality  
 Full time/part time  

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
9) Name  

 Degree  
 Speciality  
 Full time/part time  

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
10) Name  

 Degree  
 Speciality  
 Full time/part time  

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
11) Name  

 Degree  
 Speciality  
 Full time/part time  

 
Academician  Regular Member  EAA Certified Clin. Andrologist  

 
12) Name  

 Degree  
 Speciality  
 Full time/part time  
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Insert any additional staff below (if required) 
 
Specialists  

1) Name Prof. Dr. med. Peer Briken 
Director of the Institute for Sexual Medicine and 
Forensic Psychiatry, University Medical Center 
Hamburg-Eppendorf 

2) Name  
3) Name  
4) Name  
5) Name   

  
PhD Students  

1) Name Hande Irem Hamurcu 
2) Name Neels Lennard Aden 
3) Name Emilia Lula Kruschel 

 
 

 
Nurses  

1) Name  
2) Name  
3) Name  

 
Laboratory Technicians  

1) Name Gabriele Hahn 
2) Name Katrin Laubis 
3) Name Nala Luisa Blenck 

 
Administrative Personnel  

1) Name Marta Godlewska 
2) Name Peter Kohlmannslehner 
3) Name  
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4. Clinical Activity 
 
A. Outpatients: Consultations per year in the last 3 years 
 

 2022 2023 2024 

New patients 1582 1721 1709 

Follow-up patients 497 461 512 

 
Type of patients in the last years 
(%) 

2022 2023 2024 

Infertility 901 936 925 
Erectile dysfunction 319 438 489 
Hypogonadotropic Hypogonadism 8 17 12 
Klinefelter 23 18 28 
Gynaecomastia 7 17 21 
Varicocele 41 55 63 
Cryptorchidism 47 31 59 
Male sex accessory gland infections 150 212 223 
Testicular tumours 199 213 232 
Disorders of gender identity 669 651 720 
Other    
 
B. Ultrasound (testis, penile, prostate)  
 

 2022 2023 2024 

Total 1132 1202 1327 

Controls 401 398 459 

 
 
C. Andrological surgery procedures  
 

 2022 2023 2024 

Testicular biopsies  133 140 174 

Varicocele ligation 19 29 32 
Prostate biopsies* 273 312 299 

BPH* 151 167 176 

Prostate cancer* 237 286 277 
Vasectomy 6 12 18 
Vaso-vasostomy 14 20 33 
Other 
Corporoplasty (Peyronie´s disease)* 
Penile prosthesis* 

 
18 
5 

 
36 
10 

 
26 
9 

 

* performed at the Clinic for Urology  
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5. A. Andrology laboratory activity  
 

 2022 2023 2024 

Semen analyses 812 807 826 

Sperm antibodies 401  399  410  

Seminal markers 560 532 541 

  
5. B. Andrology laboratory activity 
 
Sperm banking donors Yes  No X 
 
Sperm banking cancer patients Yes X No  
 

If yes: 

 2022 2023 2024 

Number of samples 212 232 240 

 
5. C. Histopathologial evaluation of biopsies Yes X No  
 
5. D. Reproductive Hormones Assays Yes X No  
 
If yes please specify type of assays and number of samples in the last year 
Reproductive Hormones Assays  
(FSH, LH, testosterone, SHBG, prolactin)  
Samples in 2024: 1032  
Essay: Atellica Solutions, Siemens 

 

 
5. E. Y chromosome microdeletions according to 
EAA/EMQN guidelines 

Yes X No  
 

 
If yes number of tests in the past year 

 
98 (Y microdeletion diagnostics 

are mainly performed at the 
Institute for Human Genetics 
and Reproductive Genetic at 

the University Medical Center 
Muenster, Germany) 

 
Participation to the EAA quality control scheme? Yes X No  
 
If no, specify if available in another lab of the same 
hospital 

Yes  No  

 
Blood karyotyping Yes X No  
 
If no, specify if available in another lab of the same 
hospital 

Yes  No  

 
Other genetic tests (please specify) 
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NGS Azoospermia Gene Panel, CAG-repeats, hypogonadotropic hypogonadism, MMAF, 
CatSper: all these diagnostics performed at the Institute for Human Genetics and 
Reproductive Genetic at the University Medical Center Muenster, Germany 
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6. Collaborations with other Clinical Units of the University/Hospital 
 
IVF Unit Yes X No  
If yes please specify: Children, Endocrinology, IVF, Urology, Genetics, Pathology 
 
 
Urology Clinic Yes X No  

 
Endocrine Clinic Yes X No  

 
Genetics Lab/Unit Yes X No  

 
Paediatric Unit Yes X No  

 
Central Hospital Laboratory Yes X No  

 
Private Centres Yes  No X 
 
If yes please specify: 
 
We collaborate with other departments of our University Medical Center. For example, 
young patients from our Clinic for pediatry are presented in our Department of 
Andrology whenever andrologic disorders are suspected. In addition, prepubertal boys 
from the Clinic for pediatric hematology and oncology are presented in our Department 
for fertility preservation prior gonadotoxic treatment. Adult patients are presented for 
cryopreservation from all other clinics of our University Medical Center, as well.  
 
We do also collaborate with external public centers, for example the Institute for Human 
Genetics in Münster, Germany. And we do collaborate with public and private fertility 
clinics in and outside Hamburg. For a full list of the collaborating fertility clinics in 
Germany see the separate document or the following link:  
 
www.uke.de/kliniken-institute/kliniken/dermatologie-und-venerologie/ergaenzende-
schwerpunkte/andrologie/behandlungsangebot/kooperationspartner-andrologie.html 
 
 
7. Clinical teaching activity 
Duration of training (years): 1,5 
 
 Number 
A: Trainees in the last five years 3 
B: Trainees who passed EAA-ESAU\exam for Clinical Andrologist in 
the last 5 yrs 

0 (1 planned for 
2025 or 2026) 

C: Trainees working in the centre preparing to pass the EAA-ESAU 
examination 

1 

D: PhD Students 
3 (in the last 5 

years) 

E: Medical Students 
2 (in the last 5 

years) 
F: Other students (MSc)  
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8. Formal Andrology teaching program Yes X No  

 
If yes: specify duration (years/months): Years 1 Months  
 

 
Hours of formal teaching 

per year 
Professional training 

(weeks/months) 

Medical Students  

Every day 2 hours 
(including University 

lecture in Andrology; bed-
side teaching in Andrology; 

Seminars in Andrology; 
Seminar papers in 

Andrology) 

2-4 weeks (Clinical 
traineeship);  

3-4 months (Practical year 
for Medical Students in 

their final year of studies) 

PhD Students Same 
36 months (Andrology 

research programs) 

Post Graduate students Same 
36 months (Post-doc 
andrology research 

programs) 

Trainees Same 
1-3 months (Clinical 

traineeship) 
Other degrees (please specify) 
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9. Research Activity (maximum 1 page) 
Please shortly describe the main research topics of the center and list the most relevant 
papers in peer review journals (with IF) related to these activities. 
The full list of publications (years 2018 - 2025) are presented at the end of this report.  
 
Main research topic: Development of cell culture conditions for the proliferation 

of testicular stem cells and their differentiation into mature spermatids (in vitro-

spermatogenesis) 

Spermatogonia are the earliest precursors of spermatids in the adult male. They form 

the basis for lifelong spermatogenesis and develop by mitotic proliferation and 

subsequent differentiation from human spermatogonial stem cells. In the past, we 

have characterized this cell type at various levels of gene expression and epigenetic 

profile, including at the single cell level, and in this context, we have established a 

method for the isolation of FGFR3-positive human spermatogonial stem cells. 

Human spermatogonial stem cells, isolated and cryopreserved as part of fertility 

protection, multiplied in cell culture and transplanted back into the testicles, could 

reinitiate complete spermatogenesis in male prepubertal patients after treatment that 

eradicates the testicular stem cell pool, e.g. chemotherapy or radiation. This would 

enable later natural paternity without additional assisted reproductive technology 

(ART). While spermatids can be isolated from adult men before gonadotoxic therapy, 

frozen and later used for artificial insemination, this option does not exist for boys 

before puberty, as they do not yet have any spermatozoa. However, sperm cells could 

be generated through in vitro-spermatogenesis (maturation of spermatids from the 

patient's own spermatogonial stem cells in the cell culture dish) and later used for 

artificial insemination. The latter treatment option is also relevant for adult infertile 

men with meiosis arrest and the desire to have children. Although all these therapeutic 

approaches are being pursued worldwide and are under constant development, they 

are still at an experimental level. Using various 3D cell culture models as well as 

organ culture, we aim to advance the research in this field. 

 

Another important research topic is male sexual dysfunction including 

Peyronie´s disease, especially the impact of multi-disciplinary treatment on patient-
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reported outcome. There are ongoing prospective and randomized controlled studies 

at our Department.  

 

Relevant papers related to the research activities 

Germ Cell Maintenance and Sustained Testosterone and Precursor Hormone 

Production in Human Prepubertal Testis Organ Culture with Tissues from Boys 

7 Years+ under Conditions from Adult Testicular Tissue. Aden NL, Bleeke M, 

Kordes U, Brunne B, Holstermann B, Biemann R, Ceglarek U, Soave A, Salzbrunn A, 

Schneider S, von Kopylow K. 2023, in: CELLS-BASEL. 12, 3, 415, DOI: 

10.3390/cells12030415 (IF 5.1) 

The DNA methylation profile of human spermatogonia at single-cell- and single-

allele-resolution refutes its role in spermatogonial stem cell function and germ 

cell differentiation. Fend-Guella D, von Kopylow K, Spiess A, Schulze W, 

Salzbrunn A, Diederich S, El Hajj N, Haaf T, Zechner U, Linke M. MOL HUM 

REPROD. 2019;25(6):283-294 (IF 3.6) 

Dynamics, ultrastructure and gene expression of human in-vitro organized testis 

cells from testicular sperm extraction biopsies. von Kopylow K, Schulze W, 

Salzbrunn A, Schaks M, Schäfer E, Roth B, Schlatt S, Spiess A, MOL HUM 

REPROD. 2018;24(3):123-134 (IF 3.6) 

Human spermatogonial markers. von Kopylow K, Spiess A. STEM CELL RES. 

2017;25:300-309, DOI: 10.1016/j.scr.2017.11.011 (IF 0.8) (= Invited review) 

Isolation and gene expression analysis of single potential human spermatogonial 

stem cells. von Kopylow K, Schulze W, Salzbrunn A, Spiess A. MOL HUM 

REPROD. 2016;22(4):229-39 (IF 3.6) 

Fibroblast growth factor receptor 3 is highly expressed in rarely dividing human 

type A spermatogonia. von Kopylow K, Staege H, Schulze W, Will H, Kirchhoff C. 

Histochem Cell Biol. 2012;138(5):759-772, DOI: 10.1007/s00418-012-0991-7 (IF 

2.1) 
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Differential marker protein expression specifies rarefaction zone-containing 

human A (dark) spermatogonia. von Kopylow K, Staege H, Spiess A, Schulze W, 

Will H, Primig M, Kirchhoff C. REPRODUCTION. 2012;143(1):45-57, DOI: 

10.1530/REP-11-0290 (IF 3.7) 

Screening for biomarkers of spermatogonia within the human testis: a whole 

genome approach. von Kopylow K, Kirchhoff C, Jezek D, Schulze W, Feig C, 

Primig M, Steinkraus V, Spiess A. HUM REPROD. 2010;25(5):1104-1112, DOI: 

10.1093/humrep/deq053 (IF 6.0) 

 

What do patients with Peyronie's disease expect from therapy? A prospective 

multi-center study. Schäfer L, Cremers JF, Witschel B, Schüttfort V, Nieder TO, 

König F, Vetterlein MW, Gild P, Dahlem R, Fisch M, Kliesch S, Soave A. 

Andrology. 2024 May;12(4):821-829. doi: 10.1111/andr.13538. Epub 2023 Sep 27. 

PMID: 37753879. IF 3,2 

 

 
 
10. Research Funding 
Please specify the amount of available funds in the last 3 years and their source 
(Government, European Union, University, Local Government, Pharmaceutical 
Industries, Banks, Foundations….) 
 

Project: Fertility preservation of prepubertal boys with gonadotoxic therapy: 

Hypoxia and ex vivo-organ culture for the propagation of testicular stem cells 

Year September 2022 (grant approval), project start: June 2023, 

project duration: 3 years (until June 2026) 

Total amount  (€) 237.715,00 € 

Funding 

Source(s) 

Deutsche Krebshilfe 

  

 

 

Project: The feasibility of cognitive behavioral sex therapy for Peyronie´s disease 

Year December 2022 (grant approval), Start: August 2023, project 

duration: 2 years (until June 2025) 

Total amount  (€) 30.000,00 € 

Funding 

Source(s) 

European Society of Sexual Medicine (ESSM) Research Grant 
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Pharmaceutical Industries 

Year 2017-2024 

Total amount  (€) 31.089,00 € 

Funding 

Source(s) 

 

  
 
 
Insert any additional funding below if required 
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ORGANIZATION CHARTS  
 
 
Organization charts legend: Department / Unit Structure 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department of Andrology 

Heads: Priv.-Doz. Dr. med. 

Armin Soave; Dr. med. Andrea 

Salzbrunn; Dr. med. Domenica 

Varwig-Janßen

 
 

Outpatient Clinics 

Embryology 

Ovarian stimulation 

Ultrasound 

Oocyte retrieval 

Embryo transfer 

FNA / TESE 

IUI 

Outpatient Clinics 

Ultrasound 

Microsurgical TESE, MESA, 

VVS, TVS, varicocele 

corporoplasty, penile 

prosthesis surgery, gender 

re-assignment surgery, 

prostate surgery 

 

(Embryology, Ovarian 

Stimulation, Oocyte retrieval, 

Embryo Transfer, ART in 

cooperating fertility centers) 

Staff members: Dr. rer. nat. 

Kathrein von Kopylow; Priv.-

Doz. Dr. rer. nat. Olaf 

Hellwinkel 
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FULL LIST OF PUBLICATIONS (with IF) of staff members from the last 5 years 

Dr. rer. nat. Kathrein von Kopylow: 

1. Schneider BM, Hamurcu HI, Salzbrunn A, von Kopylow K. Microfluidic 

systems in testicular in-vitro culture: a powerful model tool for 

spermatogenesis and reprotoxicity studies. “accepted IN PRINCIPLE for 

publication in AJA”: 30.12.2024. (IF 3.0) 

2. Ruf CG, Hochmuth-Tisch J, Salzbrunn A, Matthies C, Cordes T, von 

Kopylow K, Wülfing C, Pichlmeier U, Soave A, Dieckmann KP. Pre-

orchiectomy semen analysis in patients with testicular germ cell tumours and 

comparison with healthy men and with patients with other malignancies. Urol 

Int. 2025 Jan 6:1-17. doi: 10.1159/000543360. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 

39761660. (IF 1.5) 

3. Aden NL, Bleeke M, Kordes UR, Brunne B, Holstermann B, Biemann R, 

Ceglarek U, Soave A, Salzbrunn A, Schneider SW, von Kopylow K. Germ 

Cell Maintenance and Sustained Testosterone and Precursor Hormone 

Production in Human Prepubertal Testis Organ Culture with Tissues from 

Boys 7 Years+ under Conditions from Adult Testicular Tissue. Cells. 2023 Jan 

26;12(3):415. doi: 10.3390/cells12030415. PMID: 36766757; PMCID: 

PMC9913959. (IF 5.1) 

4. Dieckmann KP, Tribius S, Angerer M, Salzbrunn A, von Kopylow K, 

Mollenhauer M, Wülfing C. Testicular germ cell tumour arising 15 years after 

radiotherapy with 18 Gy for germ cell neoplasia in situ. Strahlenther Onkol. 

2023 Mar;199(3):322-326. doi: 10.1007/s00066-022-02025-x. Epub 2022 Nov 

28. PMID: 36441172. (IF 2.7) 

5. Fend-Guella DL, von Kopylow K, Spiess AN, Schulze W, Salzbrunn A, 

Diederich S, El Hajj N, Haaf T, Zechner U, Linke M. The DNA methylation 

profile of human spermatogonia at single-cell- and single-allele-resolution 

refutes its role in spermatogonial stem cell function and germ cell 

differentiation. Mol Hum Reprod. 2019 Jun 6;25(6):283-294. doi: 

10.1093/molehr/gaz017. PMID: 30892608. (IF 3.6) 

6. Radtke A, Dieckmann KP, Grobelny F, Salzbrunn A, Oing C, Schulze W, 

Belge G. Expression of miRNA-371a-3p in seminal plasma and ejaculate is 
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associated with sperm concentration. Andrology. 2019 Jul;7(4):469-474. doi: 

10.1111/andr.12664. PMID: 31310058. (IF 3.2) 

 

 

PD Dr. med. Armin Soave: 

1: Ruf CG, Hochmuth-Tisch J, Salzbrunn A, Matthies C, Cordes T, von Kopylow K, 

Wülfing C, Pichlmeier U, Soave A, Dieckmann KP. Pre-orchiectomy semen analysis 

in patients with testicular germ cell tumours and comparison with healthy men 

and with patients with other malignancies. Urol Int. 2025 Jan 6:1-17. doi: 

10.1159/000543360. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 39761660. IF 1,5 

 

3: Kliesch S, Diemer T, Soave A, Sperling H. Andrologie [Andrology]. Urologie. 

2024 Nov;63(11):1087-1088. German. doi: 10.1007/s00120-024-02460-x. Epub 2024 

Nov 8. PMID: 39514061. IF 0,5 

 

4: Soave A, Kliesch S, Cremers JF. Kinderwunsch nach Vasektomie : 

Refertilisierung oder medizinisch assistierte Reproduktionstechniken? [Desire to 

have children after vasectomy : Vasectomy reversal or assisted reproductive 

technology?]. Urologie. 2024 Nov;63(11):1111-1121. German. doi: 

10.1007/s00120-024-02454-9. Epub 2024 Oct 16. PMID: 39414715. IF 0,5 

 

5: Schuettfort VM, Graf RR, Vetterlein MW, Ludwig TA, Gild P, Marks P, Soave A, 

Dahlem R, Fisch M, Riechardt S. Patient-reported outcomes after one-stage 
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neourethral reconstruction in transmen with phalloplasty-associated strictures 

and fistulas. World J Urol. 2024 Sep 30;42(1):553. doi: 

10.1007/s00345-024-05246-0. PMID: 39347813; PMCID: PMC11442552. IF 2,8 

 

7: Dieckmann KP, Grobelny F, Soave A, Che Y, Nestler T, Matthies C, 

Heinzelbecker J, Winter A, Heidenreich A, Niemzok T, Dumlupinar C, Angerer M, 

Wülfing C, Paffenholz P, Belge G. Serum Levels of MicroRNA-371a-3p for 

Predicting the Histology of Postchemotherapy Residual Masses of Germ Cell 

Tumours. Eur Urol Focus. 2024 Sep;10(5):851-857. doi: 10.1016/j.euf.2024.05.002. 

Epub 2024 May 9. PMID: 38729824. IF 9,6 

 

8: Zitzmann M, Cremers JF, Krallmann C, Soave A, Kliesch S. TRACK_9: 

Testosterone replacement assessment: Classical vs. functional hypogonadism- 

knowledge from a 9-year study. Andrology. 2024 Nov;12(8):1675-1696. doi: 

10.1111/andr.13626. Epub 2024 Mar 15. PMID: 38488343. IF 3,2 

 

9: Marks P, Dahlem R, Daniels P, Klemm J, Kühnke L, Kranzbühler B, König F, 

Ding 

L, Engel O, Soave A, Fisch M, Vetterlein MW. Advancing Intraoperative Assessment 

of Urethral Stricture Anatomic Variation: A Prospective Proof-of-Concept Study. 

Urol Int. 2024;108(3):254-258. doi: 10.1159/000536565. Epub 2024 Jan 31. PMID: 

38295776. IF 1,5 
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11: Hinz J, Soave A, Cremers JF. Aktuelle Behandlungskonzepte bei der Induratio 

penis plastica [Current treatment concepts for Peyronie's disease]. Urologie. 

2023 Dec;62(12):1332-1342. German. doi: 10.1007/s00120-023-02213-2. Epub 2023 

Nov 3. PMID: 37922029. IF 0,5 

 

12: Schäfer L, Cremers JF, Witschel B, Schüttfort V, Nieder TO, König F, 

Vetterlein MW, Gild P, Dahlem R, Fisch M, Kliesch S, Soave A. What do patients 

with Peyronie's disease expect from therapy? A prospective multi-center study. 

Andrology. 2024 May;12(4):821-829. doi: 10.1111/andr.13538. Epub 2023 Sep 27. 

PMID: 37753879. IF 3,2 

 

13: Koehler A, Strauss B, Briken P, Fisch M, Soave A, Riechardt S, Nieder TO. 

Exploring the Relationship between (De-)Centralized Health Care Delivery, 

Client-Centeredness, and Health Outcomes-Results of a Retrospective, Single- 

Center Study of Transgender People Undergoing Vaginoplasty. Healthcare (Basel). 

2023 Jun 14;11(12):1746. doi: 10.3390/healthcare11121746. PMID: 37372864; 

PMCID: 

PMC10297987. IF 2,4 

 

16: Aden NL, Bleeke M, Kordes UR, Brunne B, Holstermann B, Biemann R, 

Ceglarek 
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U, Soave A, Salzbrunn A, Schneider SW, von Kopylow K. Germ Cell Maintenance 

and 

Sustained Testosterone and Precursor Hormone Production in Human Prepubertal 

Testis Organ Culture with Tissues from Boys 7 Years+ under Conditions from Adult 

Testicular Tissue. Cells. 2023 Jan 26;12(3):415. doi: 10.3390/cells12030415. 

PMID: 36766757; PMCID: PMC9913959. IF 5,1 

 

17: Finger AE, Riechardt S, Dahlem R, Soave A, Rink M, Sauter G, Contreras H, 

Steinhilper L, Fisch M, Vetterlein MW, Schuettfort VM. 'Case of the Month' from 

University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf, Germany: vulvar cancer after 

female-male gender reassignment. BJU Int. 2023 Jun;131(6):685-688. doi: 

10.1111/bju.15884. Epub 2022 Dec 5. PMID: 36468240. IF 3,7 

 

18: Gild P, Vetterlein MW, Daoud I, Ludwig TA, Soave A, Marks P, Chun FK, Ahyai 

S, Dahlem R, Fisch M, Rink M, Meyer CP, Becker A. Which Men Do or Do Not 

Achieve 

Long-Term Symptom Relief After Holmium Laser Enucleation of the Prostate 

(HoLEP): 11 Years of HoLEP Experience. J Endourol. 2023 Mar;37(3):316-322. doi: 

10.1089/end.2022.0396. Epub 2023 Feb 6. PMID: 36352826. IF 2,9 

 

19: Riera-Escamilla A, Vockel M, Nagirnaja L, Xavier MJ, Carbonell A, Moreno- 

Mendoza D, Pybus M, Farnetani G, Rosta V, Cioppi F, Friedrich C, Oud MS, van der 
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Heijden GW, Soave A, Diemer T, Ars E, Sánchez-Curbelo J, Kliesch S, O'Bryan MK, 

Ruiz-Castañe E; GEMINI Consortium; Azorín F, Veltman JA, Aston KI, Conrad DF, 

Tüttelmann F, Krausz C. Large-scale analyses of the X chromosome in 2,354 

infertile men discover recurrently affected genes associated with spermatogenic 

failure. Am J Hum Genet. 2022 Aug 4;109(8):1458-1471. doi: 

10.1016/j.ajhg.2022.06.007. Epub 2022 Jul 8. PMID: 35809576; PMCID: 

PMC9388793. IF 8,1 

 

20: Mendrek M, Witt JH, Sarychev S, Liakos N, Addali M, Wagner C, Karagiotis T, 

Schuette A, Soave A, Fisch M, Reinisch J, Herrmann T, Vetterlein MW, Leyh- 

Bannurah SR. Reporting and grading of complications for intracorporeal robot- 

assisted radical cystectomy: an in-depth short-term morbidity assessment using 

the novel Comprehensive Complication Index<sup>®</sup>. World J Urol. 2022 

Jul;40(7):1679-1688. doi: 10.1007/s00345-022-04051-x. Epub 2022 Jun 7. PMID: 

35670880. 

 

21: Maurer V, Howaldt M, Feldmann I, Ludwig T, Vetterlein MW, Gild P, Weis S, 

Marks P, Soave A, Meyer CP, Fisch M, Dahlem R, Riechardt S. Penile Flap 

Inversion Vaginoplasty in Transgender Women: Contemporary Morbidity and 

Learning-Curve Analysis From a High-Volume Reconstructive Center. Front Surg. 

2022 Feb 23;9:836335. doi: 10.3389/fsurg.2022.836335. PMID: 35284483; PMCID: 

PMC8906498. 
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22: Vetterlein MW, Buhné MJ, Yu H, Klemm J, von Deimling M, Gild P, Koelker M, 

Dahlem R, Fisch M, Soave A, Rink M. Urinary Diversion With or Without 

Concomitant Cystectomy for Benign Conditions: A Comparative Morbidity 

Assessment 

According to the Updated European Association of Urology Guidelines on Reporting 

and Grading of Complications. Eur Urol Focus. 2022 Nov;8(6):1831-1839. doi: 

10.1016/j.euf.2022.02.008. Epub 2022 Mar 9. PMID: 35279409. 

 

23: Kachanov M, Vetterlein MW, Soave A, Karakiewicz PI, Liakos N, Jankowski T, 

Pose RM, Mandrek M, Fisch M, Witt JH, Graefen M, Leyh-Bannurah SR. Oncologic 

impact of concomitant prostate cancer characteristics at the time of radical 

cystoprostatectomy for bladder cancer: a population-based analysis. Aging Male. 

2022 Dec;25(1):54-61. doi: 10.1080/13685538.2022.2040982. PMID: 35179092. 

 

24: Soave A, Chiu LLY, Momin A, Waldman SD. Lithium chloride-induced primary 

cilia recovery enhances biosynthetic response of chondrocytes to mechanical 

stimulation. Biomech Model Mechanobiol. 2022 Apr;21(2):605-614. doi: 

10.1007/s10237-021-01551-4. Epub 2022 Jan 29. PMID: 35091857. 

 

25: Benninghoven-Frey KM, Neuhaus N, Lahtinen AK, Krallmann C, Portela JMD, 

Jarisch A, Nordhoff V, Soave A, Ba Omar HAM, Sundin M, Langenskiöld C, Kliesch 
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S, Stukenborg JB, Jahnukainen K. Early testicular maturation is sensitive to 

depletion of spermatogonial pool in sickle cell disease. Haematologica. 2022 Apr 

1;107(4):975-979. doi: 10.3324/haematol.2021.279253. PMID: 34879646; PMCID: 

PMC8972172. 

 

26: Balzer O, Böthig R, Schöps W, Thietje R, Soave A, Kadhum T, Golka K. 

Squamous cell carcinoma of the renal pelvis in a patient with long-term spinal 

cord injury-a case report. Spinal Cord Ser Cases. 2021 Nov 29;7(1):102. doi: 

10.1038/s41394-021-00466-7. PMID: 34845202; PMCID: PMC8630007. 

 

27: Osmonov D, Ragheb A, Ward S, Blecher G, Falcone M, Soave A, Dahlem R, van 

Renterghem K, Christopher N, Hatzichristodoulou G, Preto M, Garaffa G, Albersen 

M, Bettocchi C, Corona G, Reisman Y. ESSM Position Statement on Surgical 

Treatment of Peyronie's Disease. Sex Med. 2022 Feb;10(1):100459. doi: 

10.1016/j.esxm.2021.100459. Epub 2021 Nov 22. PMID: 34823053; PMCID: 

PMC8847818. 

 

28: Yu H, Gild P, Pompe RS, Vetterlein MW, Ludwig TA, Soave A, Kölker M, 

Maurer 

V, Marks P, Becker A, Punke MA, Fisch M, Rink M, Dahlem R, Meyer CP. 

Anesthetic 

Technique (Spinal vs. General Anesthesia) in Holmium Laser Enucleation of the 

Prostate: Retrospective Analysis of Procedural and Functional Outcomes among 
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1,159 Patients. Urol Int. 2023;107(4):336-343. doi: 10.1159/000517542. Epub 2021 

Aug 17. PMID: 34404060. 

 

29: Vetterlein MW, Gödde A, Zumstein V, Gild P, Marks P, Soave A, Meyer CP, 

Riechardt S, Dahlem R, Fisch M, Kluth LA; Trauma and Reconstructive Urology 

Working Party of the European Association of Urology Young Academic Urologists. 

Exploring the intersection of functional recurrence, patient-reported sexual 

function, and treatment satisfaction after anterior buccal mucosal graft 

urethroplasty. World J Urol. 2021 Sep;39(9):3533-3539. doi: 

10.1007/s00345-021-03648-y. Epub 2021 Mar 11. PMID: 33709201; PMCID: 

PMC8510905. 

 

30: Maurer V, Stahlberg J, Schiffmann I, Marks P, Rosenbaum CM, Soave A, 

Vetterlein MW, Meyer CP, Riechardt S, Fisch M, Ludwig TA, Dahlem R. Continence 

and Complication Rates of Artificial Urinary Sphincter Devices (AMS 800) for 

Parkinson and Stroke Patients with Incontinence after Prostate Surgery: 

Retrospective Analysis of a Prospective Database. Urol Int. 

2021;105(3-4):225-231. doi: 10.1159/000512051. Epub 2021 Jan 13. PMID: 

33440398. 

 

31: Soave A, Kluwe L, Yu H, Rink M, Gild P, Vetterlein MW, Marks P, Sauter G, 

Fisch M, Meyer CP, Ludwig T, Dahlem R, Minner S, Pantel K, Steinbach B, 
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Schwarzenbach H. Copy number variations in primary tumor, serum and lymph node 

metastasis of bladder cancer patients treated with radical cystectomy. Sci Rep. 

2020 Dec 9;10(1):21562. doi: 10.1038/s41598-020-75869-x. PMID: 33298978; 

PMCID: 

PMC7725833. 

 

32: Schuettfort VM, Ludwig TA, Marks P, Vetterlein MW, Maurer V, Fuehner C, 

Janisch F, Soave A, Rink M, Riechardt S, Engel O, Fisch M, Dahlem R, Meyer CP. 

Learning benefits of live surgery and semi-live surgery in urology-informing the 

debate with results from the International Meeting of Reconstructive Urology 

(IMORU) VIII. World J Urol. 2021 Jul;39(7):2801-2807. doi: 

10.1007/s00345-020-03506-3. Epub 2020 Nov 2. PMID: 33140166; PMCID: 

PMC8332562. 

 

33: Rink M, Riethdorf S, Yu H, Kölker M, Vetterlein MW, Dahlem R, Fisch M, 

Pantel K, Soave A. The Impact of Circulating Tumor Cells on Venous 

Thromboembolism and Cardiovascular Events in Bladder Cancer Patients Treated 

with Radical Cystectomy. J Clin Med. 2020 Oct 28;9(11):3478. doi: 

10.3390/jcm9113478. PMID: 33126664; PMCID: PMC7692134. 

 

34: Fuehner C, Vetterlein MW, Lesske J, Rink M, Riechardt S, König F, Gild P, 

Pinnschmidt HO, Meyer CP, Ludwig TA, Engel O, Fisch M, Dahlem R, Soave A. 
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Longitudinal Evaluation of Perineogenital Pain and Postoperative Complications 

After One-stage Buccal Mucosal Graft Urethroplasty: A Secondary Analysis of a 

Randomized Controlled Trial. Eur Urol Focus. 2021 Sep;7(5):1157-1165. doi: 

10.1016/j.euf.2020.09.018. Epub 2020 Oct 14. PMID: 33069623. 

 

35: Gild P, Lenke L, Pompe RS, Vetterlein MW, Ludwig TA, Soave A, Chun FK, 

Ahyai 

S, Dahlem R, Fisch M, Rink M, Meyer CP, Becker A. Assessing the Outcome of 

Holmium Laser Enucleation of the Prostate by Age, Prostate Volume, and a History 

of Blood Thinning Agents: Report from a Single-Center Series of >1800 

Consecutive Cases. J Endourol. 2021 May;35(5):639-646. doi: 

10.1089/end.2020.0605. Epub 2021 Jan 29. PMID: 33040607. 

 

36: Meyer CP, Lamp J, Vetterlein MW, Soave A, Engel O, Dahlem R, Fisch M, Kluth 

LA. Impact of Cardiovascular and Metabolic Risk Factors on Stricture Recurrence 

After Anterior One-stage Buccal Mucosal Graft Urethroplasty. Urology. 2020 

Dec;146:253-259. doi: 10.1016/j.urology.2020.07.073. Epub 2020 Sep 18. PMID: 

32950595. 

 

37: Gild P, Dahlem R, Pompe RS, Soave A, Vetterlein MW, Ludwig TA, Maurer V, 

Marks P, Ahyai SA, Chun FK, Lenke L, Ernst T, Fisch M, Rink M, Meyer CP, 

Becker 
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A. Retrograde ejaculation after holmium laser enucleation of the prostate 

(HoLEP)-Impact on sexual function and evaluation of patient bother using 

validated questionnaires. Andrology. 2020 Nov;8(6):1779-1786. doi: 

10.1111/andr.12887. Epub 2020 Aug 31. PMID: 32780944. 

 

38: Bergmann S, Coym A, Ott L, Soave A, Rink M, Janning M, Stoupiec M, Coith C, 

Peine S, von Amsberg G, Pantel K, Riethdorf S. Evaluation of PD-L1 expression on 

circulating tumor cells (CTCs) in patients with advanced urothelial carcinoma 

(UC). Oncoimmunology. 2020 Mar 23;9(1):1738798. doi: 

10.1080/2162402X.2020.1738798. PMID: 32391189; PMCID: PMC7199812. 

 

39: Vetterlein MW, Kluth LA, Zumstein V, Meyer CP, Ludwig TA, Soave A, 

Riechardt 

S, Engel O, Dahlem R, Fisch M, Rosenbaum CM; Trauma and Reconstructive 

Urology 

Working Party of the European Association of Urology Young Academic Urologists. 

Buccal mucosal graft urethroplasty for radiation-induced urethral strictures: an 

evaluation using the extended Urethral Stricture Surgery Patient-Reported 

Outcome Measure (USS PROM). World J Urol. 2020 Nov;38(11):2863-2872. doi: 

10.1007/s00345-020-03102-5. Epub 2020 Feb 18. PMID: 32067075; PMCID: 

PMC7644515. 
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40: Osmonov D, Christopher AN, Blecher GA, Falcone M, Soave A, Dahlem R, 

Czeloth 

K, Bannowsky A, Matanes E, Ward S, Martínez-Salamanca JI, Bettocchi C, Garaffa 

G, Reisman Y, Corona G. Clinical Recommendations From the European Society for 

Sexual Medicine Exploring Partner Expectations, Satisfaction in Male and 

Phalloplasty Cohorts, the Impact of Penile Length, Girth and Implant Type, 

Reservoir Placement, and the Influence of Comorbidities and Social 

Circumstances. J Sex Med. 2020 Feb;17(2):210-237. doi: 

10.1016/j.jsxm.2019.10.016. Epub 2019 Dec 4. PMID: 31812683. 

 

41: Janisch F, Yu H, Vetterlein MW, Dahlem R, Engel O, Fisch M, Shariat SF, 

Soave A, Rink M. Do Younger Patients with Muscle-Invasive Bladder Cancer have 

Better Outcomes? J Clin Med. 2019 Sep 13;8(9):1459. doi: 10.3390/jcm8091459. 

PMID: 31540247; PMCID: PMC6780834. 

 

42: Vetterlein MW, Klemm J, Gild P, Bradtke M, Soave A, Dahlem R, Fisch M, Rink 

M. Improving Estimates of Perioperative Morbidity After Radical Cystectomy Using 

the European Association of Urology Quality Criteria for Standardized Reporting 

and Introducing the Comprehensive Complication Index. Eur Urol. 2020 

Jan;77(1):55-65. doi: 10.1016/j.eururo.2019.08.011. Epub 2019 Aug 29. PMID: 

31473012. 

 



40 

 

 
Book I 

 

43: Soave A, Laurich S, Dahlem R, Vetterlein MW, Engel O, Nieder T, Briken P, 

Rink M, Fisch M, Reiss P. Negative Self-Perception and Self-Attitude of 

Sexuality Is a Risk Factor for Patient Dissatisfaction Following Penile Surgery 

with Small Intestinal Submucosa Grafting for the Treatment of Severe Peyronie's 

Disease. J Clin Med. 2019 Jul 28;8(8):1121. doi: 10.3390/jcm8081121. PMID: 

31357703; PMCID: PMC6722693. 

 

44: Rink M, Schwarzenbach H, Vetterlein MW, Riethdorf S, Soave A. The current 

role of circulating biomarkers in non-muscle invasive bladder cancer. Transl 

Androl Urol. 2019 Feb;8(1):61-75. doi: 10.21037/tau.2018.11.05. PMID: 30976570; 

PMCID: PMC6414344. 

 

45: Kneip J, Soave A. Verbessert Tacrolimus die erektile Funktion nach 

nervschonender radikaler Prostatektomie? [Does tacrolimus improve erectile 

function after nerve-sparing radical prostatectomy?]. Urologe A. 2019 

May;58(5):559-561. German. doi: 10.1007/s00120-019-0914-5. PMID: 30969345. 

 

46: Soave A, Kluth L, Dahlem R, Rohwer A, Rink M, Reiss P, Fisch M, Engel O. 

Outcome of buccal mucosa graft urethroplasty: a detailed analysis of success, 

morbidity and quality of life in a contemporary patient cohort at a referral 

center. BMC Urol. 2019 Mar 18;19(1):18. doi: 10.1186/s12894-019-0449-5. PMID: 

30885184; PMCID: PMC6421675. 
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47: Marks P, Gild P, Soave A, Janisch F, Minner S, Engel O, Vetterlein MW, 

Shariat SF, Sauter G, Dahlem R, Fisch M, Rink M. The impact of variant 

histological differentiation on extranodal extension and survival in node 

positive bladder cancer treated with radical cystectomy. Surg Oncol. 2019 

Mar;28:208-213. doi: 10.1016/j.suronc.2019.01.008. Epub 2019 Jan 30. PMID: 

30851902. 

 

48: Beckmann A, Spalteholz J, Langer F, Heinzer H, Budäus L, Tilki D, Michl U, 

Soave A, Steuber T, Veleva V, Salomon G, Haese A, Huland H, Graefen M, Isbarn H. 

Perioperative management of direct oral anticoagulants in patients undergoing 

radical prostatectomy: results of a prospective assessment. World J Urol. 2019 

Dec;37(12):2657-2662. doi: 10.1007/s00345-019-02668-z. Epub 2019 Feb 6. PMID: 

30725166. 

 

49: von Haxthausen F, Reinhard L, Pinnschmidt HO, Rink M, Soave A, Hoxha E, 

Stahl RAK. Antigen-Specific IgG Subclasses in Primary and Malignancy-Associated 

Membranous Nephropathy. Front Immunol. 2018 Dec 20;9:3035. doi: 

10.3389/fimmu.2018.03035. PMID: 30619370; PMCID: PMC6306563. 

 

50: Rink M, Schwarzenbach H, Riethdorf S, Soave A. The current role and future 

directions of circulating tumor cells and circulating tumor DNA in urothelial 
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carcinoma of the bladder. World J Urol. 2019 Sep;37(9):1785-1799. doi: 

10.1007/s00345-018-2543-9. Epub 2018 Oct 26. PMID: 30367205. 

 

Dr. med. Andrea Salzbrunn: 

1: Ruf CG, Hochmuth-Tisch J, Salzbrunn A, Matthies C, Cordes T, von Kopylow K, 

Wülfing C, Pichlmeier U, Soave A, Dieckmann KP. Pre-orchiectomy semen analysis 

in patients with testicular germ cell tumours and comparison with healthy men 

and with patients with other malignancies. Urol Int. 2025 Jan 6:1-17. doi: 

10.1159/000543360. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 39761660. IF 1,5 

 

2: Aden NL, Bleeke M, Kordes UR, Brunne B, Holstermann B, Biemann R, Ceglarek 
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